2. Instrument for Evacuating Abdominal Cysts.?M. Rambaud exhibited a modification of the common trocar and canula, which he had designed with the threefold object of evacuating the contents of the cyst without the risk of effusion into the abdomen, producing an adhesion between the peritoneal lining of the abdomen and the exterior wall of the sac, and establishing a fistulous opening, whereby any fluid thereafter formed in the sac might drain off. A committee was appointed to report on the instrument. 15th February. 1. On the difference between Blenorrhcea and Chancre.?A report, which gave rise to considerable discussion, was read by M. Lagneau, on a work upon this subject, published by M. Ricord. While the committee demur to some of M. Ricord's statements, more particularly that in which he asserts that virulent blenorrhoea is the consequence of a chancre in the urethra, they give on the whole a favourable opinion of the work. The report was adopted.
2. New Apparatus for an Artificial Leg.?M. Ferdin Martin exhibited a newly invented apparatus for cases where the leg has been amputated at its middle or lower portion. The apparatus, which is designed to render more manageable that part of the stump below the knee, is extremely simple, and can be manufactured at -a moderate price.
22<Y February. 1. Cause and Prophylaxis of Glanders.?M. Hamont, founder of the Veterinary School in Egypt, read a memoir on this subject. The author states, that when ha left France in 1828, it was the general opinion that glanders did not prevail in hot climates, but on his arrival in Egypt, he soon found cause to change his opinion, it being extremely prevalent in that country. The object of his memoir is to show, that it is essentially a disease of penury, and attacks horses in proportion as the constitution of the breed has been deteriorated by extreme fatigue, and scanty or improper food. Hence the disease is seldom if ever to be met with among blood horses in Egypt, not even when exposed to privations, their constitution being better able to endure these. If, therefore, glanders are prevalent in the horses of any country, in addition to the means of prevention connected with proper food and management, it will be desirable to improve the breed by the introduction of Arab blood. The memoir has a special reference to the state of horses in France, and points out the facilities which Franee possesses for improving its breed of horses. considers these varieties to be the bloodglobules in different stages of development. The minute globules just described are the product of the chyle, which is constantly poured into the blood; in the course of their circulation in the vessels, they gradually coalesce by threes and fours, and become enveloped in a layer of albumen, and so come to unite into the white globules. These again undergo by degrees certain changes?they become flattened, coloured, and the granular matter in their interior is rendered homogeneous or is dissolved ; in fact they are transformed into the blood-globules, properly so called. But the existence even of these is only transitory; at the end of a certain period they are dissolved in the blood, and thus come to constitute its fluid part. Certain substances are capable of being immediately transformed into blood-globules by direct mixture with the blood?of this, milk, from its difference of colour, affords the best example, as may be shown by injecting it in certain proportions into the veins of animals. The spleen seems specially destined to effect the transformation of the globules?at least in this organ one finds the greatest number of globules in all stages of their formation. If we examine the circulation in the organs best supplied with blood, we never find the blood-globules detaching themselves from the vessels to combine with the organs or organic elements?but the fluid part of the blood transudes through the vascular parietes, and is probably to be regarded as the essentially organising fluid.
2. On the Standing Posture of Animals.?M. Mainat read a paper to prove that the standing posture in animals is not an incessant contraction of the muscles, and that in maintaining the erect position which is natural to him, man rests upon one limb only, not, as is generally supposed, upon both. The mechanism by which this posture is maintained is, in addition to those ligaments already known and described, a fibrous band, hitherto known only as a portion of the fascia lata, but which he considers a true articular ligament put upon the stretch in the standing posture. He calls it the " Ilio-trochantero tibial ligament," and describes it as being from four to eight centimetres broad, rising from the outer side of the crest of the ileum, and passing down the thigh to be inserted on the outside of the knee. In the course of its debcent it touches the trochanter major, to which it is slightly bound down. Corpuscles of regular form and crystalline appearance, less numerous than the former class of objects, and which consist of cholesterine suspended in the bile. 3. Globules, variable in quantity, which are sometimes arranged in small coherent masses, sometimes combined with the particles of colouring matter. These are portions of the mucus of the gall-bladder. From these observations it follows that the colouring matter is not entirely dissolved in the bile, but that a part is naturally precipitated ?that the cholesterine which was supposed to exist in a state of solution exists actually in one of suspension?and that the mucus serves to promote the cohesion of these two elements. Hence too we derive a simple theory of the mode of formation of biliary calculi. The greater number of them are composed of matters already existing in the bile in an isolated state, and where agglomeration is capable of being produced by extremely simple physical causes. In fact, every person in the state of health may be said to bear about him an infinite number of small biliary calculi.
3. Phenomena of Nutrition in the Osseous System. By M. Chossat.?Proceeding on the fact, that many animals, birds among others, require to mix with their aliments a quantity of earthy matter greater than the aliments naturally contain, M. Chossat has fed pigeons with grain from which every earthy particle had been carefully excluded, giving them, at the same time, as much water as they chose to drink.
The result was, that the bones became so thin as to be broken with the greatest ease, and in one case, examined after death, the bony matter of the sternum had disappeared in various points. M. Chossat also announced, that he had succeeded, to a certain extent, in depriving bones of their earthy matter, by means of the galvanic pile, and proposed to apply this treatment to the destruction of sequestra in necrosed bones. Society, thirty-six hours after the extraction of the tooth, there were many coagula in the mouth, and in the bason the patient had been using, and at the time no idea was entertained of the hemorrhagic diathesis. As the bleeding had abated, and his visit was during the night, he did not remove the compress till day-light enabled him to examine the state of the mouth more satisfactorily. He then found the inside of the cheek and gums extensively blackened by the lunar caustic, and considerable ecchymosis of the cheek, produced by the firmness of the pressure. As the bleeding continued notwithstanding these means, he applied the cautery, using a conical urethra sound, and inserting it into the socket of the tooth, without materially extending the destruction of part. The cautery suspended the bleeding for several hours. In the second or more advanced stage of the case, the whole gums became swollen, and had a tendency to overlap the edges of the incisor teeth ; the bleeding was then equally great from the anterior gums as from the part whence the tooth had been extracted.
Mr Miller explained the occurrence in his paper of the inaccuracies pointed out by Dr Hay; but as the substance of this explanation appears in this Number in the form of a note at the end of the memoir, we need not here repeat it.
In relation to the use of sulphate of soda, Dr Hay observed, that he had seen considerable benefit derived from its employment in purgative doses, in the treatment of the somewhat analogous disease, purpura hemorrhagica. 
